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Living labs as an approach towards 
sustainable food systems in the city region
Ine Pertry 02.06.2022 Gateway to Europe – Agrofood edition  



MISSION To work towards the transformation & restructuring of the way city regions produce, transport, supply, recycle
and reuse food in the 21st century

& VISION To achieve this by:

connecting cities and regions, consumers, industry partners, civil society, research institutions and;

encourage active participation of all stakeholders within the city region food system
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Cities2030 – Co-creating resilient and sustainable food systems towards FOOD2030
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Why living labs?
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Why living labs?

• Applicable on policy level, as technologies as social, as culture, as 
scientific approaches

• Improvements and innovations developed address the needs of the
target group

• Implementation is promoted

• Drive systemic transformation into City Region Food Systems

• A platform for life long learning
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What are living labs?



Living lab Definition (cfr. ENOLL) 

user-centred, open innovation ecosystems based on

systematic user co-creation approach,

integrating research and innovation processes in real life communities and settings.



Living lab Definition (cfr. ENOLL) 

both practice-driven organisations that facilitate and foster open, 
collaborative innovation,

as well as real-life environments or arenas where both open innovation 
and user innovation processes can be studied and subject to experiments and 
where new solutions are developed.



Living lab Definition (cfr. ENOLL) 

operate as intermediaries 
among citizens, research organisations, companied, cities and regions, policy 
makers and authorities

for joint value co-creation, rapid prototyping or validation to scale up innovation 
and businesses. 
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How to living lab?
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Working together.

More than informing.

Identify relevant stakeholders to participate.

Living lab elements

Security

Co-creation Real- life 
setting

Economy

Innovation
process

Multi method 
approach

Multi-
stakeholder

Active user 
engagement

There is no single method for LLs

Experiment in real-life conditions.

Iteration.



11

Knowledge 
institutions

Public 
institutions

CO-CREATE TO INNOVATE

End users

Industry

Citizen 
stakeholders
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Iterative process

Output: 
development, 
reorientation, 

new 
opportunties

Validate & 
demonstrateTestExplore
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Living lab examples from Cities2030
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THE ARGANDA LIVING LAB (Spain)
To advance digitization of the food processing 
industry that integrates data brokeraging
solutions for monitoring working conditions as 
well as providing transparency to the food chain
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EXAMPLE – Food Proces Automation in Industry 4.0 



To promote good nutrition and healthy life styles
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THE SEINÄJOKI LIVING LAB (Finland)



THE AGROTOPIA LIVING LAB (Belgium)
An inspiring environment for innovative 
greenhouse horticulture and professional urban 
farming
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MISSION
To improve and develop new greenhouse and
professional urban farming technologies.

To work on innovation pathways, from ideas to
co-creative validation in a practice-oriented
research environment.

& VISION
We do this by:

• Actively involving growers & stakeholders in
the innovation process

• Involvement of our multidisciplinary team
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EXAMPLE - ENTOMOPONICS
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. Contact

ine.pertry@inagro.be

inagrotopia

https://www.linkedin.com/company/inagrotopia
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